THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
obvious interest of Britain to keep the principle of col-
lective defence in the forefront as the instrument by
which Italy should if possible be restrained. But far
from using our influence to keep the matter in the
hands of the League, we used our influence to keep it
out of the League,
Abyssinia offered arbitration on all issues; she
undertook beforehand to accept any decision of the
League Council; she begged that neutral observers
should be sent by the League to the spot (where the
frontier questions had been raised), and offered to pay
for them; she urged the League (i.e., the Great
Powers) to put a stop to the grave danger of war; she
even offered to cede a part of her territory and give
Italy an economic sphere of influence for the sake of
peace.
Mussolini rejected arbitration on all but a minor
issue, and then only on his own terms; he refused to
recognise the League's authority to take up the dispute
at all; he spurned the Abyssinian offers with con-
tempt, announced publicly his intention to wage a
war of conquest. The powers yielded the League
authority virtually all along the line, Mr. Lloyd
George (reported in the News Chronicle August I4th)
comments:
'Negotiations are going on in Paris to try and avert a
war. The whole object of the Covenant of the League
was to prevent wars in future between nations. We
set up at enormous expense an elaborate organisation
at Geneva, representing almost all the nations of the
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